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what’s inside 

Why would a bird travel hundreds or thousands 
of miles between its breeding and non-breeding 
ranges when it may not survive the journey?  
Migration is arduous for birds, risking their lives 
with  hazards  of climate, cars, windows,  
predators and other hurdles.  Why not fly south 
to the climate where there are an abundant 
supply of insects, pollen, fruit, and other foods 
and just stay to nest and raise their young?  
How do they reach the same destination year 
after year? These are some of my questions. 
The answers are amazing. 
 

IF NO BIRDS MIGRATED 
It all comes down to survival of the offspring.   
If no birds migrated, food supplies in breeding 
areas would be rapidly depleted, and many 
chicks would starve.  Competition for nesting 
sites would be fierce, and predators would be 
attracted to the high concentrations of breeding 
birds and make easy meals of nestlings.  Any 
large group of birds crammed in one type of 
habitat is susceptible to parasites and diseases 
that can decimate thousands of birds in a short 
period of time.  Birds that disperse to different 
locations have  less chance of  spreading  a  
disease to their entire population, including 
their new offspring.   
 

It may seem  contradictory  to say that birds 
migrate to help their offspring survive when 
many of those same bird parents quickly aban-
don their young as they mature, leaving the 
young to make their dangerous first migration 

ANNUAL BIRD MIGRATION - AN AMAZING JOURNEY 
B Y  J A N E  R A K O S - Y A T E S  

without adult guidance.  It is exactly because 
the birds have raised their chicks in a relatively 
rich, safe environment that gives them the ad-
vantage of being prepared to make that journey.   
 

To prepare for the long journey, sometimes 
thousands  of  miles,  birds  enter  a  state of 
hyperphagia before migrating. Their hormone 

(Continued on page 16) 

Snow geese 
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Dear Friends, 

 

There has never been a more exciting time to be part of the Mercer County 

Wildlife Center. Our Wildlife Center is a unique, modern facility that not 

only allows greater possibilities for treatment and rehabilitation of injured 

and displaced wildlife, but new opportunities to engage and teach the public 

about nature. This facility is one of the only sites of its kind in all of New 

Jersey. 

 

Over the past 30 years, the Mercer County Wildlife Center has provided an 

invaluable service to County residents and to our surrounding communities. 

Each year, our staff and volunteers accept and treat more than 2,100 birds, 

mammals and reptiles at the facility and handle more than 14,000 telephone 

inquiries from the public.  As  County  Executive, I am grateful for the 

number of our residents who choose to volunteer their time in the effort to 

aid the native wildlife of the area and  I am  equally  thankful for the many 

businesses, organizations, veterinarians and others who donate a variety of 

goods and services. The Wildlife Center would not be operational were it 

not for this spirit of volunteerism. 

 

Inside this newsletter, you will find a wealth of information on topics such 

as unfamiliar animals and diseases that threaten our wildlife, as well as facts 

and insight from our staff and volunteers. Best wishes in the year ahead. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian M. Hughes 

County Executive 

Dream List 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$  
 

Office Supplies 
Copier paper:  8 1/2” x 11”  
Printing services 
Liquid Paper 
Ink cartridges for: 
   HP Office jet Pro 8100 
   HP Office jet Pro 8000   

   Canon MP620  
Surge Protector Strips  
 

Animal Care and Handling 
Arm & Hammer laundry detergent  
Bleach 
Food storage bags-gallon size 
Heating pads (without auto-off) 
“Kennel Kabs” - any size 
Paper towels 
Pet bowls 
“Pet Taxis” - any size 
Receiving blankets 
 

Animal Food 

Wellness  dry cat food 
Canned Wellness Canine  
Beechnut jarred baby food chicken -2.5 oz.  
Gerbers jarred baby food bananas – 2.5 oz. 
Pedialyte 
 

Medical Supplies 
Fr feeding tubes: 3-1/2, 5 & 8 
Gauze Pads: 4”x4” & 2”x2”  
Non-adherent Pad 
Hemostats  
Kling Wrap: 
    1” x 60” 
    2” x 60” 
    3” x 60” 
Latex exam gloves: medium and large 
Nutri-cal 
Vet Wrap 

    2” & 4” 
Tegaderm 1620 
 

 
***PLEASE NOTE*** 

WHERE BRAND NAMES ARE SPECIFIED WE 
CANNOT ACCEPT SUBSTITUTES  
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HHHOWOWOW   WWWEEE   GGGETETET   IIITTT   DDDONEONEONE.........   

Mercer County Wildlife Center is owned by the 

County of Mercer and operated and maintained 

by the Mercer County Park Commission. 

Kevin B. Bannon, Executive Director 
www.mercercountyparks.org 

2014 VOLUNTEERS 

http://www.mercercountyparks.org
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Winter has been a busy and exciting time for Wildlife Center Friends!  We all know that challenges to our wildlife are 
increasing, as are the demands on the Wildlife Center. As a supportive partner of the Wildlife Center, we are making the 

changes necessary to keep pace with those demands and be the best partner we can be! 

One of the first changes you will notice is our brand new name!  This board feels that Wildlife Center Friends  better 

reflects who we are as an organization and what we do. We hope you think so too! After all, we truly aim to be friends 
to Mercer County’s wildlife — as we work to save their habitats, and support rescue and rehabilitation when it is needed 

most.  There is no better way to do that than to assist the Center’s director, Diane Nickerson, her talented staff and our 

dedicated volunteers. 

With our new name comes a new logo! Our new logo comes on our new products — which we are choosing with care so 
that pesticides and dyes do not harm the very wildlife habitats we need to preserve. The results are these great feeling, 

great looking shirts that actually stand for something! When we say “Wildlife Center Friends SAVE WILD, we mean it! As 

we roll-out more products, we will walk-the-talk by featuring organic, reusable, sustainable, quality items that you can 
enjoy and of which we can all be proud. And where better to see our new logo and purchase your own Save Wild shirts 

than our new and vastly improved website: www.WildlifeCenterFriends.org.  

The Wildlife Center Friends  community is a special one.  I get to see  countless examples of extraordinary care and 

dedication from our volunteers, staff, veterinarians and residents.  It is quite a talented community as well. When you 
get a moment  to visit  www.WildlifeCenterFriends.org  you will have the  good fortune to experience  the gorgeous 

photography of Eric Sambol, a longtime friend of the Center and an  amazing artist. His creativity,  skill and patience 
enable him to capture the  spirit of his  magnificently wild subjects. To see Eric’s  images is to understand  why New 

Jersey’s wildlife is to be fought for and cherished. You can also read actual medical cases which highlight the struggles 
of being a wild animal in a world shaped by human activity. These cases reveal  how critical  expert medical care is for 

wildlife rescue and rehabilitation, and helps us realize how fortunate we — and the region’s wildlife — are to have such 

skilled individuals willing to lend their expertise. Finally, the fact that you can see, learn and understand so much about 
our native wildlife, Wildlife Center Friends, and the work of the Wildlife Center online  highlights the technical expertise 

brought to us by organizations like Matthew Young Design. In addition to providing a beautiful web presence for the 
work of Wildlife Center Friends, this new website allows the community to make secure donations and purchases online.  

These are all big steps for our growing organization. Please check it out at www.WildlifeCenterFriends.org.  You will be 

impressed with what you see! 

Another very exciting step for our non-profit Board has been the addition of Darin Johnson as Director of Wildlife Center 
Friends.  For some  time, we  have been working  toward the creation of this position, understanding  that  the right 

person, committed to advancing our mission and the work of Wildlife Center Friends Board was needed. In Darin, we 

have found just the right individual to fit the slightly off center personality of our Board.     

Darin brings with him years of experience in nonprofit management and development. He is smart, energetic, witty and, 
most of all, dedicated to the mission of the Wildlife Center Friends. Darin has spent the winter months organizing, 

streamlining, updating and designing new ways forward for Wildlife Center Friends. I encourage anyone with a story, an 

idea or simply an interest in our work to contact Darin and get to know him. (He is the one answering the Friends new 
phone at 609.414.2108!) Darin is a wonderful asset to Wildlife Center Friends, and we are glad to have him on our 

team! 

2015 is promising to be a very successful and exciting year for the Mercer County Wildlife Center and the Wildlife Center 

Friends!  We truly are looking forward!  As we work to improve the future for our wonderful native wild animals through 
educational programs and  partnerships  —  and provide futures for injured or orphaned wildlife through  rescue and 

rehabilitation — we know that it is you and the Friends community that make it all possible. Thanks for looking forward 
with us! 

Sharon Lauchaire 
President, Board of Directors, Wildlife Center Friends 

A  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  

http://www.wildlifecenterfriends.org
http://www.wildlifecenterfriends.org/
http://www.wildlifecenterfriends.org
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B Y  D I A N E  N I C K E R S O N  

 

So, how did the recent winter seasons of 2014 – and 
into 2015 - treat you? And, the snowfall to celebrate 
the first day of spring 2015!  Mother Nature is keep-
ing us all on our toes.  As you read  this, our new 
volunteer orientations will be complete and new and 
returning Volunteer Wildlife Technicians and interns 
will be busy at work as the spring season kicks into 
high gear. It is a very busy time of year – but, 
equally rewarding and exciting.  
 
Looking back at the winter of  2014,  some rather 
unusual cases passed through our care. There were 
odd injuries to raccoons, waterfowl suffering from an 
unknown cause and more than the normal number 
of frostbite cases. Be sure to check out the patient 
log on page 6 to find out about all of the interesting 
patient from 2014. 
 
The past year brought us sadness, as well.  Two of 
our long-time education  ambassadors died.  Our 
redtail hawk had been with us since 1994, when she 
arrived from another rehabilitation facility in New 
Jersey.  She was an integral part of our education 
programs for 20 years. We also said good-bye to our 
male bald eagle.   For  the years  we were in the 
trailers, he greeted every visitor from the door of his 
enclosure.  Read their stories on page 18. 
 
In 2014 we welcomed a  new group  of corporate 
volunteers to the wildlife center. Toll Brothers from 
Fort Washington, PA joined us for a spring clean-up 
and repair day.  Tracey Fish sent us a look at the 
work day from the volunteer point of view on page 
15.  We look forward to a continuing relationship 
with them.  As always, our new volunteer article 
(page 14) shines a light for us on the wonder of 
working with wildlife for the first time. As staff, we 
tend to not be quite as  awed as we  once were. It is 
good to be reminded how very lucky we are on a 
daily basis. 
 
There  were  changes,  too, with  the  non-profit 
supporting partners of the Mercer County Wildlife 

OBSERVATIONS  

Center.  Sharon Lauchaire, Wildlife Center Friends 
president will bring you up to date on those changes 
on page 4.  It is an exciting  time of growth and 
planning for the future for this wonderful group.   Be 
sure to catch up and get involved. 
 
Again, this year, I would like to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to Ron Kobli, owner of the Decoys and 
Wildlife Art Gallery in Frenchtown. Ron holds an open 
house every year on the last Sunday in February. He 
invites us to come,  present  education programs, 
solicit donations and memberships and sell raffle 
tickets. At the end of the day he donates pieces from 
his gallery for the raffle. This year, visiting  South 
African artist and new friend, Fuz Caforio, donated 
one of his pieces for the raffle.  It is always a great 
afternoon of old friends, tasty refreshments and 
making of new acquaintances. We will look forward 
to seeing everyone next year on February 28, 2016. 
Many thanks to Ron for the exposure to possible, 
new supporters and the many gifts he sends our 
way.  
 
As always, more thanks than I can express to our 
volunteers. They show up week after week, month 
after month, and many, year after year. We could 
not do our work and be successful without them. 
Thanks to their efforts, MCWC treated 2,137 patients 
during 2014, releasing 63.2% back into the wild for a 
second chance. In total, our volunteers provided 
over 17,000 hours to MCWC and the native wildlife 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Welcome to the 2014 Patient Log. Find out about 
some of the more interesting cases that passed 
through our doors during 2014. The year brought 
2,137 new patients. Happily, we were able to 
treat and return 63.2% of those patients to their 
native wild habitats. 
 

The winter of 2014 was very, very cold and laden 
with snow.  The weather brought with it a couple 
of anomalies we had never seen before.  The first 
were the  number of Canada geese (Branta 
Canadensis)  that  arrived  with neurologic  
symptoms.  Had it been the end of August we 
would have immediately thought of  botulism  as 
the culprit.   Or  the  other regular  issue  for  
waterfowl – lead poisoning. 
 
Every one  that arrived displayed  the same 
symptoms – drooped heads that they could not 
hold upright, emaciated bodies, drooping wings, 
an inability to stand and very unusual vocaliza-
tions.  We ran bloodwork on the first few looking 
for lead toxicity.  Nothing.  They  were  given 
supportive therapy.  We were watching most of 
them succumb. 
 
One day, Erica Miller, DVM stopped by on her 
way through the New Jersey and we asked about 
our goose  problem.  She  mentioned that our 
colleagues to the south at Tri-State Bird Rescue 
and Research  (TSBRR) in  Delaware had encoun-
tered similar issues with wintering waterfowl.  As 
it happened, it turned out that the salt that is 
used to clear highways for cars was the culprit, 
not a toxic bacteria or lead.  The geese were 
drinking from puddles along the roadways and 
inadvertently ingesting toxic levels of sodium. 
 
Immediately, we started tube feeding fluids in an 

attempt to flush their systems of the toxins.  
Some responded and were soon able to hold 
their heads well enough to drink the necessary 
amounts of clean water on their own.  This 
group eventually began to self-feed and was 
subsequently released when the snow melted.  
Some recovered to a  certain point but  never 
regained the motor skills necessary for release.  
Still others succumbed to organ failure from the 
over load of sodium.  As the winter progressed 
we realized that if they were found and brought 
to us early in  the  process, our success  was 
better than  if they had  been  declining for a 
period of time before being found. 

The second group of patients that arrived was a 
group of adult male raccoons (Procyon lotor).  
They all had fractured, injured or missing tails 
and severe wounds around their rear legs and 
tail.  Our veterinarians  were kept busy amputat-
ing tails and suturing wounds.  We were kept 
busy with the follow-up care required for surgical 
patients who did not necessarily want follow up 
care! 

PATIENT LOG  
M C W C  T R E A T E D  2 , 1 3 7  AM C W C  T R E A T E D  2 , 1 3 7  AM C W C  T R E A T E D  2 , 1 3 7  A N I M A L S  D U R I N G  2 0 1 4N I M A L S  D U R I N G  2 0 1 4N I M A L S  D U R I N G  2 0 1 4    

Raccoon 
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tween the elbow and the wrist. Peter Batts, 
MRCVS – long-time volunteer veterinarian and 
even longer avid bird watcher – was thrilled to 
get a close-up and personal look. He was also 
very happy that a few sutures were all that 
were necessary to repair this magnificent bird. 
 
While all of this was happening in New Jersey, 
two more swallow-tail kites were admitted to 
care in unusual locations - one in Pennsylvania 
near   the  Poconos   and   one  in  Newark,  
Delaware. Sadly, the PA bird did not survive 
more than 48 hours. The decision was made to 
get the  remaining  two  birds  together  for  
the duration of their stay in captivity.  Transport 
was  arranged  to  Tri-State Bird Rescue and 
Research (TSBRR) in Delaware.  The thought 
was two-fold.  First, since TSBRR handles this 
species when responding to oil spills in the 
south, they were  far  more  knowledgeable  
regarding care.  Second, the birds needed to go 
south when they were eventually released and 
Delaware is two hours closer to  their  final  
destination.  

Eventually, we were able to administer antibiotics 
using their food to hide medications.  But they 
still had to be corralled to change bandages, 
check wound healing and remove sutures.  The 
raccoons and  the  staff  got a fair  amount of 
exercise. 
 
When I traveled to the National Wildlife Rehabili-
tators Association (NWRA) Symposium, held in 
Portland, OR, in March of 2014, I mentioned this 
odd set of circumstances.  Imagine my surprise, 
having never seen these injuries in twenty-five 
years of rehabilitation work, to find that they 
were all too common injuries in other parts of the 
country.   
 
Apparently, during mating season, when adult 
males are staking out territories, they regularly 
get into scuffles with other adult male raccoons.  
The one and only goal is to make sure that your 
opponent cannot mate with the female raccoons 
in  the  area.  So,  the  idea is  to remove  the 
reproductive organs, specifically the testicles.  
Not always having the best aim during a fight, 
tails get grabbed.  I can only imagine the painful 
death of those that are not found and brought for 
care.  Nobody said being a wild animal was easy. 
 
While I was busy at the NWRA symposium in 
March, case number 2014-00095 arrived on 
March 13.   I was very surprised to hear that a 
swallow-tailed kite  (Elanoides forficatus)  had 
arrived at the center.  Completely out of charac-
ter,  it  had been found on  a  front  porch in 
Pennington!  A quick look at Cornell’s website will 
tell you all you need to know about this most un-
usual turn of events.  http://
www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Swallow-
tailed_Kite/id  There is not a time of the year 
when kites should be in New Jersey.  The far-
thest north they are normally found in the United 
States is South Carolina!  
 
This bird had been blown significantly off course 
and had managed to injure its wing in the proc-
ess.  It had a laceration on its right wing along 
the radius and ulna - the two bones that are be-

7 

Case # 2014-00095  

Swallow-tailed kite 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Swallow-tailed_Kite/id
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Swallow-tailed_Kite/id
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Swallow-tailed_Kite/id


Mercer County Wildlife Center - 1748 River Road, Titusville, NJ 08560  (609)303-0552 

8 

 On April 4 I received and email from TSBRR 
advising us “that the swallow-tailed kite from 
Mercer County was released on Wednesday 
(4/2/2014) in South Carolina at a refuge where 
two had  been  sighted  the  previous  day. 
Hooray!!!! One of our volunteers jumped at the 
chance to drive the bird down there for release. 
SWKI #2 will be departing tonight and riding 
down for an AM release tomorrow in the same 
spot.  Whew.”    Many   thanks  to  TSBRR   
volunteer, Susan McVoy, for her photos of the 
release and love of long distance drives. 
 
There was another front porch visitor on March 
14 in Lebanon, New Jersey.  Case number 
2014-00097 was a juvenile turkey vulture 
(Cathartes aura).  The bird was starving. The 
left wing appeared to be frozen at the shoulder 
joint which left the bird unable to fly to find 
food.  We immediately euthanized this patient  
to humanely end its suffering. Then we became 
curious.  Something about the vulture was just 
“off”. 
 
Radiographs revealed severe spinal deformities 

(Continued from page 7) resulting in asymmetry of the hips, and 
luxation of left shoulder - thus, the “off” 
appearance. The spinal deformities 
turned out to be two issues.  The bird 
had a severe curvature forcing it to bend 
far forward and  another  that  appeared  
to  be  scoliosis, curving the spinal col-
umn to the left, in the same area. The 
deformities were old; either congenital or 
the result of trauma as a nestling.  
 
Those two unnatural curves of the spine 
combined with a dislocation  of left 
shoulder had left this bird on the ground. 
Sadly, there was nothing anyone would 
have been able to do for this patient. Its 
short life was probably very painful and 
full of frustration at  not being able to 
follow the rest of the flock. Many times 
our best treatment is a release from 
pain. 
 
Case number 2014-00718 was 
brought to MCWC by one of our local 
Animal Control Officers on May 30 in a 
Hav-a-hart® trap. A restaurant owner 

8 

P
AT

IE
NT

 L
O

G
P
AT

IE
NT

 L
O

G
    

Case #2014-00097 Turkey vulture 
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had set the trap in the drop ceiling of a build-
ing.   These traps  are  advertised  as a humane 
method by which to safely trap and remove  
wildlife from unwanted  areas.  If properly 
used, they can serve this function safely for 
both the animal and the human.  However, if 
they are not properly set  and monitored they 
can become a torture or death chamber for the 
animals inside. 
 
This is what happened to the Eastern gray 
squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) that was unfortu-
nate enough to end up in  the ceiling  of the 
restaurant. Because the restaurant owner had 
not been judicious in checking the trap, the 
squirrel had been in the trap over a weekend 
without  food  or water.  In  its  attempts  to 
escape, it rubbed the skin from the top of its 
head on the trap causing an injury similar to 
being scalped. 
 
As you can see from the photo, there was not 
enough skin left to completely close the wound 
during surgery, so, we had to devise a method 
of bandaging part of the top of the squirrel’s 
head. A few non-stick dressings and some tape 
later and  we  had a cross  between an old 
fashioned football helmet and the flying nun!  
And many bandage changes later, the squirrel 
had fresh skin and fur and a ride home.   The 
lesson in this story – if you take the initiative to 
trap a wild animal, take the responsibility for its 
safe removal from the trap in a timely fashion. 
 
Imagine if you will, being a maintenance person 

for a summertime business that has 
been boarded up for the winter season.  
You go to work one bright morning with 
the intention of removing all of the ply-
wood boards from the windows and re-
placing them  with screens  for the  sum-
mer season.  When you remove one of 
these boards you are confronted on one 
very large, very angry female hawk – 
feet first!  
 
That happened to the poor maintenance 
man at the Monmouth County Park Race 
Track on a bright May morning last year.  
A rather forward thinking red tail hawk 
(Buteo jamaicensis) took a look at the 
grandstand and its height and the small 
amount of shelter that the overhang of 
the roof provided.  Then she looked at 
the infield and the barns full of mice and 
rats just waiting to be dinner.  The final 
touch to this perfect nesting spot was 
the mounting block for the photo-finish 
camera that was mounted on the front 
of the grandstand – a perfect base for 
the nest that she and her mate would 
build!  
 
And everything was just fine until the 
fateful morning when the maintenance 
staff received a very unwelcome greeting 
from the female hawk.  As the birds and 
their nests are protected, there was a 
very  long   discussion  with all of the 
federal and state agencies involved as to 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Case #2014Case #2014--00718: Eastern gray squirrel00718: Eastern gray squirrel  



Mercer County Wildlife Center - 1748 River Road, Titusville, NJ 08560  (609)303-0552 

10 10 

whether  anyone could or  would  do any-
thing.  The initial response was that the  
racing  season  would have  to  be delayed 
until the birds were done with the nest.  
Since it looked like the nestlings’ lives  
could  be in  jeopardy  with  that  re-
sponse, USDA officer Kim Clapper deliv-
ered case numbers 2014-00354 and 
2014-00353 to us on May 6.   
 
These two nestlings were soon joined by 
six more young red tail hawks.  The staff 
spent a very busy couple of months with 
this group of young hawks.  They con-
sumed a large quantity of rodents – ap-
proximately 5000 mice during their two 
month stay at MCWC.  During this time 
they went from incubator care, to indoor 
enclosures to our outdoor large flight con-
ditioning enclosure.  On August 9, as an 
end of internship privilege, each of our 
college summer interns was able to re-

(Continued from page 9) 

lease one of the immature hawks.  A perfect 
new beginning for the hawks and an equally 
perfect ending to a long summer of hard work 
for the interns. 
 
To ensure that there is not a repeat problem 
this nesting season, Monmouth County Park 
Race Track has installed a covering over the 
mounting block for the camera to discourage 
the birds from choosing this location as a 
nesting site, again. 
 
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service is 
the authority protecting our migratory birds.  
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act makes it illegal 
for anyone to take, possess, import, export, 
transport,  sell,  purchase,  or  barter, any  
migratory bird, or the parts, nests, or eggs of 
such a bird except under the terms of a valid 
permit issued pursuant to Federal regulations.  
One of the important points of this Act, is that 
it prohibits destruction or removal of nests, 
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Case #2014Case #2014--00354 and 201400354 and 2014--00353: Red tail hawk nestlings00353: Red tail hawk nestlings  
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eggs or nestlings from a nesting location.  
One day in June, a barn owner found this 
out the hard way.  
 
The  owner  of  the  barn  had  hired  a  
contractor to demolish the barn to make 
room  for  a  new one  to  be  built.  An  
employee at the barn knew that there were 
a number of nesting  barn  swallows 
(Hirundo rustica) inside  and  decided  to 
remove the nests and bring the young to us 
rather than have them killed during the 
demolition process. So, on the June 17 case 
numbers 2014-01029 through  2014-
01041  arrived.   The  thirteen young birds 
came  from  four different nests and were 
all within about a week of each other in age. 
 
Thus began the endless feeding of insect 
eating young birds.  Swallows feed in flight.  
What this  means  for the rehabilitation 
process is that they will never pick food up 
from a dish or off the ground like many 
young birds.  They need to be hand fed 
every half hour for at least 12 hours a day.  
Each bird was fed between 10 and 15 gut 
loaded mealworms every half hour.  By the 
time they were released on July 18th the 
group had consumed approximately 130,000 
mealworms!! 
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Case #2014Case #2014--01029 through 201401029 through 2014--01041:  Barn swallows01041:  Barn swallows  

The staff and volunteers spent about two 
weeks prior to release locating  existing 
colonies of barn swallows into which these 
young birds could be introduced. We were 
able to identify four locations with active 
nesting birds.  When the young birds that 
we had raised were released  they joined 
existing groups of swallows with young and 
were able to blend into the group. 
 
The final part of the story is that there were 

three other buildings on the property with 

nesting swallows that were scheduled for 

demolition. A telephone call from us to the 

local USFWS agent yielded a ticket for the 

nesting disturbance in the first barn and an 

order to stop the demolition process on the 

remaining structures until all  birds had 

completed their nesting season. So, the 

birds  that we  received  were  all  safely 

released and the remaining birds on the 

property were all left to safely raise their 

young.  A  happy ending for all – except 

perhaps the barn owner! 

Look forward to seeing you here again, next 

year! 



Mercer County Wildlife Center - 1748 River Road, Titusville, NJ 08560  (609)303-0552 

12 

On June 11, 2014 the wildlife rehabilitation 

community, New Jersey, family, friends, 

colleagues and I lost one of the  first genera-

tion of wildlife rehabilitators, Dr. Leonard J. 

Soucy, Jr., founder of The Raptor Trust. 

 

I first met Len in 1986 while working at a 

facility in Pennsylvania.  I found him to be 

warm, funny and generous.  Imagine my 

surprise when I came to New Jersey a few 

years later to find that many of the rehabili-

tators in the state were intimidated by this 

gentle man.  As it turned out, the gentle man 

was full of bluff and bluster.  If you made the effort to get past that, and it did not take much effort, the single 

most generous human being I have ever known was waiting there to help. 

 

I could write pages about Len stories.  However, his long-time staff member, Cathy Malok, wrote the most on 

target tribute to Len.  I cannot imagine being able to sum up such a life in any better fashion.  So, following is 

Cathy’s remembrance for all of us, with permission to re-print by The Raptor Trust 2014 Annual Review. 

 

Privilege 
by Cathy Malok 

 
The Cambridge Dictionary’s definition of the  word  privilege  is, “A special advantage or  authority  possessed by a 

particular person or group.” Len Soucy taught us many things over the years. The most important is that being a wildlife 

rehabilitator is a privilege. 

 

It is a job like no other. You are tasked with helping creatures that want no contact with you. Your proximity is stressful, 

and your efforts are, at best, unappreciated by the patients you are attempting to rehabilitate. It can be frustrating and 

downright exhausting at times, but you see things that few people will ever see, and experience amazing interactions that 

will stay with you for a lifetime. 

 

Some of the patients are here for a short time, they recover quickly from whatever ailment brought them to us, usually 

caused by human disruption to their otherwise wild lives, and while their release is gratifying, it is soon forgotten in the 

hustle of caring for the new and remaining patients in your care. But some of the releases are hard won. Many of the 

patients are here because their ability to fly has been temporarily compromised, forcing them to choose fight over flight, 

obeying their natural instincts. 

 

The raptors we handle are equipped with some impressive hardware; their talons are to be avoided at all cost.  Just 

when  we think  we are  out of  harm’s way, their second  line of  defense, the beak, can  leave a lasting impression. I 

remember a cormorant who managed to draw blood on several of us before his release, glaring at us defiantly with two 

of the most amazing eyes in the bird world. He was fearless and remarkable in his will to survive. 

 

I think one of the most impressive things we experience is to watch a hawk go through recovery from a wing fracture. 

The full process is miraculous. They come in with little hope of survival without our assistance; at this point they can 

behave subdued, but by no means tame, and have to be handled many times while the fracture heals, never gracefully 

accepting our help.  

LOSS OF A MENTORLOSS OF A MENTOR  
B Y  D I A N E  N I C K E R S O N  

Painting by James Fiorentino 
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As they progress they enter small outside enclosures for a period of time until they can again be allowed to fly in the 

larger  enclosures. This  is where  we  see  it;  they are tentative  at  first, the  wings  stiff  from confinement, not  

understanding why, although they can fly up, they cannot fly away. We check them once a day at this point, while we 

are feeding, and the changes in their behavior always make me smile. They can keep their distance now and dedicate 

themselves to one goal, escape. 

 

Finally the day for their release comes, their injuries healed and their flight restored. To call it gratifying seems to 

fall short; all the scratches, scrapes, and bites are forgotten as we watch them lift off to freedom. They  may even 

reward us with a backward glance, but they were born to live a wild life and there is no place for us in their world. I 

will never forget the look on Len’s face during releases. He would watch until they were out of sight, a huge smile on 

his face, then turn to us and say, “Ain’t it cool?!”  

 

Len worked tirelessly to provide care  for thousands of  birds that  would  have otherwise perished. He built The 

Raptor Trust with the help of many volunteers and staff, but it was his drive and dedication that made the Trust what 

it is, and it is now our responsibility to continue to bring his legacy into the future. 

 

The world of nature and its myriad of astonishing creatures is a gift to us. This sense of amazement appears to be 

losing ground in today’s world. It does not take a movement or a law to relegate them to a less than important 

status; it only takes complacency and lack of attention. But it will take a movement on our part to raise the con-

sciousness of their vital significance to the world we live in and want to leave to the next generation. We need to do 

whatever we can, to preserve the beauty of nature as it was originally entrusted to us.  

 

Len Soucy was one of those rare men that saw an injustice, and decided to dedicate his life to correcting it. I am 

proud to have lived under his tutelage. I count myself blessed to be part of this privileged group and am determined 

to continue to work as tirelessly as Len did for so many years. 

 

I believe it matters and I believe that he is watching. 

 

Cathy worked with Len for over twenty years and had rare insight to his world. I miss my friend 

and mentor and will do my best to honor his legacy by continuing to be professional and ethical in 

my life’s work.  Thank you, Len.  Rest well, my friend…. 

Cathy Malok releasing a red fox 
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chart. Sometimes it can still be confusing, or odd situa-
tions arise, and that is when I can rely on the more sea-

soned volunteers and staff to be a wealth of information.  

They are always willing to answer questions and  teach 
me tidbits when the appropriate occasion arises. From 

my first year of experience I would say that  most animal 
interactions involve a towel in some capacity. Ever pick 

up a screech  owl  before?  Get a towel.   Ever tube a 
rabbit before? Get a towel. Ever encourage a skunk to 

move without it spraying you? Get a towel.  

 
It seems 2014 was banner year for baby raccoons, so I 

started helping in the raccoon room on the first part of 
Sunday mornings right  around the time I got my pre-

exposure rabies vaccines. I learned the very strict and 

necessary routine of cleaning to prevent the spread of 
disease amongst them.  I also learned that the combina-

tion of raccoon milk, dog food, and raccoon poop has a 
very distinct odor that sticks with you for the rest of the 

day.  
 

I have had to do some difficult things,  all the while 

knowing it was the right thing, such as assisting in pulling 

broken blood feathers from a crow, or trying to remove 

maggots from a small mammal that would probably have 

to be put down. I have surprised myself by finding that I 

really like feeding and caring for bats, and that I have an 

affinity for screech owls. I geek out when I learn how to 

hold an animal that is new to me or help in its care. And 

I still get a little thrill every time I go into the outdoor 

enclosures or raptor cages since it is like walking into a 

zoo exhibit without the glass in between.  Many people 

might attend church on Sunday mornings to feel a source 

of inspiration, but I get that same feeling from dedicating 

my time as a volunteer with the Mercer County Wildlife  

Center.  

  Volunteers 
don’t get paid, not because they are  

worthless, but because they are priceless! 

B Y  H E A T H E R  A U P P E R L E  

Through my work as an environmental scientist I became a 
volunteer with the Wildlife Conservation Corps through the 

Division of Fish and Wildlife, and participated in wildlife 

surveys here and there. Last year I leapt at the opportunity 
when a class was offered in wildlife capture and transport. 

At the end of the class, after we had all received certifi-
cates, they recommended we get in contact with a local 

wildlife  rehabilitation  center  to  gain  some hands on  
experience. Since I had mostly dealt with snakes, turtles, 

salamanders, and baby rabbits, this sounded like a great 

idea. I was lucky enough to sign up for the last orientation 
session of the year at Mercer County Wildlife Center in 

March, and then volunteered to do Sunday mornings.  
 

During my first couple weeks there was so much cleaning. 

I learned the rhythm of stripping a cage, spraying it down, 
wiping it down, laying down newspaper, and replacing the 

grate and bedding.  I tossed linens in the hamper as I went 
and formed a pile of rugs and perches that need to get 

hosed down outside. Row after row, room after room I 
worked my way through. Sure, it seemed tedious at times, 

but I saw it as building a foundation. I did not expect to 

get to the fun stuff right away, and I was doing a service.  
Sometimes it is even meditative. I would also glance 

through the paperwork for each patient as I went and get a 
feel for the common reasons different species were 

brought in and the care that they received. I suppose that 

is the EMT and scientist in me. 
 

Late spring quickly became busy with baby animals and 
adults in need of care. It felt like there was so much new 

information to assimilate with different rooms, different 

schedules, and different diets for  different life  stages. 
Everything is well labeled, and each critter  has specific 

information recorded daily on what equates to a patient 
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TOLL BROTHERS SERVICTOLL BROTHERS SERVICTOLL BROTHERS SERVICE DAYE DAYE DAY   
B Y  T R A C E Y  F I S H  

In 2014, the luxury home builder Toll Brothers, Inc., started a program allowing their employees to 
take one day a year as a "Service Day".   One of the choices offered to the Information Technology 
(IT) department at Toll Brothers was a service day at the Mercer Country Wildlife Center.  Acting as 
the coordinator for Toll Brothers, I knew about the opportunity to volunteer at MCWC through  my 
friends Jane Rakos-Yates and Diane Nickerson. 
 

Volunteers were recruited from the IT department and easily reached the maximum number.  A 
team of eleven Toll Brothers employees arrived April 10 ready to work.  And work they did.  They 
replenished enclosure sub-strates with rocks and sand, weeded, removed plastic winterizing from 
outdoor enclosures, and shored up fencing.  They raked and cleaned up the grounds.  They had a 
fantastic day working hard and getting dirty. 
 

The IT team still talks about what a great experience they had helping wildlife and cannot wait to do 

it, again.  They are hoping to coordinate another Service Day for the fall of 2015. 
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levels compel them to drastically increase their 
body weight to store fat to use as energy while 
traveling.  Some  species  may as  much as 
double their body weight in the weeks before 
their journey. 
 

WHEN DO THEY MIGRATE? 
Soaring birds, such as hawks, migrate by day.  
They travel inland by  flying  and catching  
thermals that occur only over land.   Thermal 
updrafts are rising columns of warm air that 
spiral upward and lift the birds so they can fly 
without flapping, saving energy. 
 

Swifts and swallows will also migrate during the 
day, feeding on insects as they fly.  Flocking 
birds, such as waterfowl and finches, will also 
migrate in large groups during the day.  Flying 
in large groups and formations reduces wind 
shear and reduces energy used.  Traveling in 
large groups is also better predator protection. 
 

Most songbirds will migrate at night. They 
spend the daylight hours resting and searching 
for food in unfamiliar places where they stop to 
rest.   It  is  thought  that  the  lower night 

(Continued from page 1) 

ANNUAL BIRD MIGRATION (CONT.)  

temperatures and stiller air make better flying 
conditions.  Migrating at night is also safer for 
songbirds, as there are fewer predators. 
 

HOW DO BIRDS NAVIGATE? 
How does that first year bird find its way without 
the help  of  an experienced  adult  traveler?   
Migrating birds can cover thousands of miles in 
their annual travels, often traveling the same 
course year after year with little deviation in the 
path followed.  First year birds  may  migrate  
unescorted  to a winter  home  they have never 
before seen and return the following spring to 
the area in which they were born.  Birds have  
excellent vision and rely on landmarks for local 
and long-distance migration.  They use key land 
features such as mountains, rivers, coasts, and 
even large buildings. That is amazing.  Sensory 
cues, such as  the ocean,  mountains,  plant 
habitats, cities, etc., are memorized on the first 
migration year and will help direct them on future 
migrations. 
 

There are three types of “compasses” a bird uses 
to find its way.  Scientists think  evolution has 
genetically programmed birds with the innate 

(Continued on page 17) 

Canada geese 
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ability to use the compasses of the sun, the stars, and the 
Earth’s magnetic field.  
 

Birds  use  the  sun as a  compass.  They  use  the  
positions of the sun during the day to navigate. They 
also can use the setting sun as an indication of due 
west.  

 
Night flyers use celestial navigation by knowing the 
patterns of stars in the sky. In the first year of life, 
birds memorize the position of the constellations in 
relation to the north star. These star patterns stay the 
same even though the Earth moves through space, 
making the constellations appear to move to different 
spots in the sky during the year. On cloudy nights, 
when stars are  hidden,  wind  direction will  aid in  
orienteering.  Wind patterns are seasonal and tend to 
blow in the appropriate direction for migration. 
 
Birds have tiny grains of a mineral, called magnetite, 
just above their nares (nostrils).  Scientists think this 
mineral  helps them navigate  using  the  Earth’s  
magnetic field, which tells the bird what direction is 
true north (concluded from many bird  studies and  
experiments).  The Earth’s magnetic field becomes 
stronger as you travel away from the  equator and  
toward the poles.  In theory, a bird might be able to 
estimate its latitude based on the strength  of the 
magnetic field.  The magnetic field also changes with 
altitudes so they can detect the dip in the field as they 
approach the Earth’s surface from the air.   

 

THE FUTURE OF BIRD MIGRATION IS AT RISK 
Migration is an amazing and complex behavior that has 

evolved over millions of years.  There is still much research 

that is needed to understand the intricacies of bird behavior 

and migration.  Many factors such as habitat destruction,  

climate change, and human interference are threatening all 

the migrating species.  Habitat s of winter sites, especially 

rainforest,  are  being cleared at an  alarming rate  being  

replaced by exotic species of trees and plants that do not 

provide the food or shelter for the large number of wintering 

birds.  We can all do our part by  supporting  the habitat  

conservation agencies and by paying forward our knowledge 

and education to future generations.   

(Continued from page 16) 
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conserving natural habitats. He was retired from 
programs in 2009 and lived the rest of his years 
in a large enclosure overlooking  the  wildlife  
center. During summer months he also acted as 
a foster parent to nestling red tail hawks brought 
to MCWC. He was a wonderful ambassador for 
his species and for the wildlife center, and we 
miss him deeply. 
 
We also  lost our male bald eagle  (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) this year. This magnificent bird 
had been shot in 1994 in Alaska, had survived a 
left wing amputation  to save his life, and  was  
transferred to The Academy of Natural Sciences 
in Philadelphia for programs before he found his 
permanent home with us in February of 2004. 
For the last 10 years, he was a favorite of many 
volunteers, two of whom even brought  him  
fresh-caught fish on Saturday mornings. (Thank 
you, Joe and Kathy!) He would often be seen 
bathing in his pool or  standing  by the door  
waiting for his fresh-caught fish! He passed away 
last June, and his presence is missed by all those 
that knew him. 

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM   

Bald eagleBald eagle  

B Y  N I C O L E  G O L D E N  

This year the Mercer County Wildlife 
Center lost two wildlife ambassadors. 
The first was the education red tail hawk 
(Buteo jamaicensis). This  hawk  was  
admitted to the center for continued care 
and pre-release flight conditioning from 
another rehabilitator in August of 1994. 
However, it was quickly determined that 
he was not releasable due to a fracture 
of  his  left humerus  (the large bone  
between the shoulder and elbow) that 

had not calcified properly and would not 
allow flight. He spent the next fifteen 
years accompanying Mercer County 
Wildlife  Center  staff  members  to   
programs to help educate the public 
about wildlife and the importance  of 

Red tail hawkRed tail hawk  
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 If you find an animal in distress, please keep it warm and quiet. 

 

 Handle the animal as little as possible, keeping it away from pets and children. 

 

 Any attempt to feed or force water may not be in the best interest of the animal. 

 

Call the Center at (609) 303-0552.  An animal may not actually need assistance, and bringing them in may cause 

them more harm. 
 

Although the Center will gladly offer referrals, domestic animals cannot be accepted as patients. 

 

Unfortunately, the Mercer County Wildlife Center is not equipped to provide a pick-up service. 

 

 Remember...your safety is foremost.  An animal in distress may not know that you are there to help.  Extreme 

caution should always be used when assisting an injured animal. 

OBSERVATIONS (CONT.)  

of New Jersey. Big thanks also to our volunteers who do not have the ability to commit to animal care. They 
write thank you letters, organize and run events, staff the board of directors, design  publications, handle  

donations and stuff envelopes. We would be lost without their help, as well.  

 
Finally, thanks to you,  our members.  We  spoke  to over 14,000 of you this year by telephone, trying to  

answer your questions and concerns about your wild neighbors. We also visited your schools and civic groups 

and reached out to about 40,000 of you with our education programs. We continue to be here to serve you 

because you care enough to be there to support us. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Diamondback terrapin 


